25TH LEGISLATURE REPORT

Aloha Frient ) éteen an
especially tough session with the
enormous $12 billion deficit that

we've been chasing and the cuts
we've had to make to government
services. But there have been brigh:
spots. After 30 years, we were
finally able to appropriate the $48
million in needed funding for the

new UH West Oahu campus.
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will be at the Kapolei Starbucks (next to
the Chevron Station) on Saturday, Juni
12th from 9:00 z p g Al 8
make it, but you have a question, concern
idea, or anything at all on your mind,
please call or email me anytime.
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congratulations to Kapolei Hgh
School for their 10th Anniversary
Celebration!

#1 1 ET 6e (1 x AATh®est oews by farAod the 2010 legislative
session is that we were able to secure $48 million in funding for the planne
UH West Oahu campus, whichvill be located in Kapolei near Farrington
Highway and Kualakai Parkway. It was critical that we funded the project this
year, because otherwise thauniversity could have lost the land. The former
James Campbell Estate (now the James Campbell Company) tiadated 202

acres to the university, but put in a stipulation that the land would revert back
to them if construction on the campus doesn't beain by December 31, 2011.

Please contact me if | can ever hel;.
you or your ohana in any way. Call
me at 586-:6830 or send an email to
sengabbard@capitol.hawaii.gov.

With the $48 million now secure, UH West Oahu will be on track to open Phase 1 of the campus by spring 2C
The plan is to have an enroliment of roughly 2,750 students at that point and the initial build out would includ
an administration building, campus center, libray, and 2 classroom buildings. The UH West Oahu campus w
offer 22 bachelor degree programs, which will include many subjects not offered at the Manoa campus, such
justice administration, health care administration, respiratory care, and computer, etdronics, & networking
technology.

A university campus for West Oahu is greatly needed. Right now, only 21% of the young people in the Leew
District of the DOE attend college compared to the statewide average of 38%. The campus will create jobs
employing more than 300 people during the construction phase and an additional 1,000 jobs over the ne
decade. Another big plus is that it will cut down on rush hour traffic on the H by directing traffic flow away

from the downtown area. Mahalo to Chancetir Gene Awakuni and his team for persevering and my colleagues
the Legislature for understanding the importance of providing better higher education opportunities for our
community.
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KEY ENERGY AND
ENVIRONNXEWNIT
LEGISLATION PASSED

Although this sessamamutt
have been better, | was able,
as the Senate Energy and
Environment Chair, to work
with my colleagues in getting
several energyrelated bills
| introduced through the
Legislature. Here is a
short description
of those bills.

On April 13th, Senator Gabbard test drov
the alknew Mini-E electric vehicle by BMW,
which can go up to 80 miles on one charg

Later that day, he met with energy oféitsal:
from Japan who plan tovegest iarSanad ey
projects on the Big Island.

SB 2817 z prevents homeowner associations from
unreasonably restricting homeowners in installing solar
energy devices, such as photovoltaic solar panels or sole
water heaters. This is a common sense measure that wi
remove one of the last roadblocks in the path o
homeowners in associations who want to take the positive
step of installing solar energy devices on their homes
Distributed generation of energy from renewable sources
is a key component in our state's ambitious quest to get ol
foreign oil.

SB 466 7 limits the hours that a leaf blower can be used ir
a residential area and also establishes fines for violation
This is a quality of life issue for many people around the
state who suffer from the loud noise and pollution this
lawn equipment creates.

SB 2231 z prohibits a condominium association from
preventing owners from installing an electric vehicle
charging station on or near their parking stalls. It is likely
that in the next couple of years we'll see a great increase i
the number of electric vehicles on our roads.

SB 2563 7 sets the goal that our state meet 3% of its fuel

demand with renewable fuels, such as biofuels, by 203(
Also, allows the Department of Business, Economi
Development and Tourism to collect feesrbm those who

seek exemptions from the state's solar water heatel
mandate, which was the firstsuch law in the nation.

SB 2357 (Act 30) z requires the Gas Company to report tc
the Public Utilities Commission the amount of renewable
energy sources they are using to produce their synthetic
natural gas. The hope is that they will continue moving ir
the "green" direction.

NeXt SESSI0Onope to revisit two important

energy bills that didn't make it through this time

around. The first bill would set up a property
assessed clean energy program in oustate. This
innovative program has been done in 18 other states
and allows homeowners to install solar and small
wind systems on their homes, and then pay for those
improvements through their property tax bill.

Another measure would have greatly improvedthe

state's net energy metering program, which allows
homeowners and small businesses to lower or ever
eliminate their electricity bills through the use of

renewable energy systems.



