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) e Aloha Friends,

SENATORIKEGABBARD

Happy New Ydanbpe you and your fam

HAWAIISTATECAPITOLROOM201

) _ _ Best Wishes for a Happy
sssoureereravsreer — \Well. The 2010 Legislative Sessidenioe New Year in 2010 !

HONOLULUHAWA®R96813

L o 20thPIez.is.e contact me if | gan help YOL
seneas@esmonawaicoy My emaildengabbard @ capitol.hawaii.g
phone number i$836.

ListenStory Meetin

My next community meeting will be
at Kapolei Starbucks (near the

Chevron Station) from 9:00 8 10:00
on Saturday morning, January 9th.

| hope to see you there
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Honokai Resident Becomes an Eagle Scout

" | was happy to speak at theagle Court of Honor Ceremony for Mahakea G
at the Church of Jesus Christ of Laitiewy Saints Makakilo Stake in Kalaeloi
December 5th. Mahakea is a Honokai Hale resident and graduated from

"I\ High School in 2008 with a 3.8 GPA. While at Kagaigh, he played socc
,'i.‘ F22440FLft €t YR gl & +faz Iy -timesstrentla
g 1 Leeward Community College majoring in fire science.

Pictured from left are proud parents For his Eagle project, Mahakea and two other seniors at Kapolei High
il QAPItle Chliies, —cule Shew pavilion. Congratutions to Mahakea for this achievement, his proud par:

Mahakea, Scout Master Keith . ) ]
Ka'ahanui, and Sen . Mike Gabbard. Wesley and Dora Gomes, and his Scout Master Keith Ka'ahanui.

Youth Challenge Academy Looking to Expand @ )

On DecembeBrd, | wrote a letter to Colonel Anthony Kissik of the National Guard Ot | v‘.

of Athletics and Youth Development expressing my strong support of the Hawai'i \

Challenge Academy's (HYCA) proposal to use the former Kulani Corrections Facility o)

Big sland. The current HYCA facility is located in Kalaeloa. | Ry %
° Y Bhs AV

Our state has a 16% high school dropout rate. This rate would be much higher if we didn"
programs like HYCA, which give higtk youth a second chance to get their high school diplor
and m&e the right decisions for their futures. The HYCA has an outstanding 88% completic
and 70% of the participants end up receiving their high school diplomas.

I'm very excited for HYCA to be able to expand to the Big Island, so they can offer opjgsrtumvocational,
horticulture, and mechanical education training. HYCA has an excellent staff that cares about these younc
and with this additional facility they'll be able to help even more of our struggling youth.

Parents, neighbors, school staff, and students gathered at Makakilo Elementary Sghe ) .
on December 16th to hear a performance by the new afternoon Choral Music progrm f A
was happy to heIpoEB)/ 0KSANI LISNF 2 NXY I )/OS 0 e

Larry and Wilma Akana celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary
Nehelani Reception Hall (Schofield Barracks) on December 5th. Lai
Wilma are Waianae residents and are active with the Knights of Colt
and the Women's Auxiliary. | suged the Akanas at the
celebration with an honorary certificate from the State Senate.




On December 6th, | was honored to be a part of two historic events to commemdgk:
the valor and heroism of our military during the attacks by Japanese war péribe
former Marine Corps Air Station Ewa (Ewa Field) and Ft. Barrette on December 7
These two locations served as two of the first battlefields in our country's involvergk
in World War II. During both events, | had the opportunity to share myghts on the §&
importance of the occasion. Here is what | had to say:

Aloha and good morningL 41 Q& |y K2y 2NJ G2 0S8 KSNJIS s ElE o ad
DI 6okNR ¢IYl&2 Ay GKS 11 6FAQA bl dA2yl ¢ B:u&stﬂi;ﬁfé%ﬁggﬁlaeﬁ'&m
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. ; - . : - . Barrette ceremony in
soldiers doing military training exercises with the Japanese military for two weeks. Kapolei on Dec  6th

- \ ) 5 (photo above).
LOQR f Mméwkdge PwalFi€ld survivor John Hughes, Medal of Honor Recipille )8 ab Sz SEET
Sgt. Major Allan Kellogg, National Park Historian, Daniel Martinez, and Paul DePrey theTht?]ee\:sg:nr;onc;rfed
Superintendent of the WW Valor in the Pacific Monument. Corporal cheph

Medlen, an Army
LQR Fftaz fA1S (2 isihadwoik in VeaBiMgawareRessiabott N%ﬂﬁ’”@ﬁf&%‘kﬁgﬂ, K
the events that took place at this location 68 years ago. To all of our veterans, it is Q)i e/iyle(=1e e [Flple =11

because of your sacrifice that we can stand here today, as a free people. Thank you. attack by Japanese
war planes on the

morning of
In legislation (HCR 49) that we padsduring the 2009 session calling for the §ial= sl=le=ile/= 7, (el

preservation of Ewa Field, we specifically highlighted the bravery of the Marines

0 :
were attacked at this very place on December 7, 1941. QLU el ) JEke:

second ceremony at
the former Marine

| am inspired by the story of how one Marine stood amidst gusfiiking the ~§  \Seligsialssiciin
d d hi d ied his sid . fit ki head. Lt. Shi Ewa "Ewa Field"
ground around him and emptied his sidearm at an aircraft attacking overhead. Lt. Shifet s organized by
a Japanese fighter pilot, remembering the event years later, found the "spirit of doggl=ie|=IENEEE = 20
tenacity that was the very embodiment of bravery and valor" theatid not expect from John Bond.
an American, and commented that this Marine was the bravest soldier he evi

encountered.

hy o0SKFEEF 2F GKS | gl AQA {GFGS { Syl
respect to those 4 Marines and two civilians whed here during the Japanese attadk.:
We hope that we can continue coming back to this place, with our children, ang
children's children for many years to come to honor the important sacrifices made I
military men and women. Mahalo and Ke AkuakeeAloha.




